
                                                    Memorandum  

 

  

Date: April 27, 2016 
  
To: Jack Osterholt, Deputy Mayor/Director 

Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources  
  
From: Jose Gonzalez, P.E. 

Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources 

  
Subject: #Z2016000039 
 Towercom VIII, LLC 
 8701 SW 137th Avenue, Miami-Dade County, FL 
 Unusual use for a wireless supported service facility (cellular tower) 
 (BU-2) (2.49 Acres) 
 34-54-39 

 
The subject application has been reviewed by the Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources – 
Division of Environmental Resources Management (DERM) for compliance with the requirements of 
Chapter 24 of the Miami-Dade County Code (the Code) and meets the minimum requirements of the 
Code. Accordingly, the application may be scheduled for public hearing.  
 
Wellfield Protection 
The subject property is located within the West Wellfield interim protection area.  The Board of County 
Commissioners approved a wellfield protection ordinance for this wellfield.  This ordinance provides for 
stringent wellfield protection measures that restrict development, and regulate land uses within the 
wellfield protection area. 
 
Since the subject request involves a non-residential land use or a zoning category which permits a 
variety of non-residential land uses, the owner of the property has submitted a properly executed 
covenant running with the land in favor of Miami-Dade County, as required by Section 24-43(5) of the 
Code.  The covenant provides that hazardous materials shall not be used, generated, handled, 
discharged, disposed of or stored on the subject property. 
 
Stormwater Management 
A Surface Water Management General Permit from DERM Water Control Section shall be required for 
the construction and operation of the required surface water management system. This permit shall be 
obtained prior to any future development order approval. The applicant is advised to contact the DERM 
Water Control Section (305) 372-6681 for further information regarding permitting procedures and 
requirements.  
 
Stormwater shall be retained on site utilizing properly designed seepage or infiltration drainage system. 
Drainage plans shall provide for full on-site retention of the stormwater runoff generated by a 5-year / 1-
day storm event. 
 
Site grading and development shall provide for the full retention of the 25-year/3-day storm event and 
shall also comply with the requirements of Chapter 11C of the Code, as well as with all state and federal 
criteria, and shall not cause flooding of adjacent properties.  
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Any proposed development shall comply with county and federal flood criteria requirements. The 
proposed development order, if approved, will not result in a reduction in the LOS standards for flood 
protection set forth in the Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP) subject to compliance with 
the conditions required for this proposed development order. 
 
Tree Preservation 
The application is approved with the following conditions. The landscape survey included in the 
application does not meet the minimum requirements of the Code. Specifically a tree disposition table is 
needed, at a minimum the table will provide: 
  

1. The scientific and common name of each tree, each of which shall be numbered and correspond 
to the location shown on the survey. 

 
2. The diameter at breast height (DBH) of each tree, or if a multiple trunk tree, the sum DBH for all 

trunks and the DBH measurement of the single largest trunk.  
 

3. An estimate of the height, canopy cover, and physical condition of each tree, and whether 
specimen tree(s) exist on site. 
 

4. The disposition of each tree (i.e. to be removed, relocated or remain on-site). 
 
The proposed work on the subject site while adjacent to tree does not appear to impact tree resources 
as presented. A recommendation of approval from DERM is conditioned that no trees are impacted, 
specifically that specimen trees (trees with a DBH of 18 inches or greater) are preserved. 
  
Section 24-49 of the Code provides for the preservation and protection of tree resources. A Miami-Dade 
County Tree Permit is required prior to the removal and/or relocation of any tree that is subject to the 
Tree Preservation and Protection provisions of the Code. Projects and permits shall meet the 
requirements of Sections 24-49.2 and 24-49.4 of the Code, specifically the specimen tree standard and 
CON 8A of the CDMP.  
 
Finally, in accordance with the Code and CON8I of the CDMP, all plants prohibited by Miami-Dade 
County shall be removed from all portions of the property prior to development, or redevelopment and 
developed parcels shall be maintained to prevent the growth or accumulation of prohibited species. 
DERM also recommends that this requirement be included as a condition of any zoning approval.  
 
Please contact Tree Permitting Program at (305) 372-6574 for additional information regarding tree 
permitting procedures and requirements. 
 
Air Quality Preservation 
In the event of any kind of renovation or demolition activity, an asbestos survey from a Florida-licensed 
asbestos consultant is required. If said survey shows friable asbestos materials in amounts larger than 
prescribed by federal law (260 linear feet of pipe insulation/thermal system insulation [TSI] or 160 
square feet of surfacing material), then those materials must be removed/abated by a Florida-licensed 
asbestos abatement contractor. A notice of asbestos renovation or demolition form must be filed with the 
Air Quality Management Division of DERM for both the abatement (renovation) work and the demolition 
activity at least 10 working days prior to starting the field operations.  
 
 
 



Z2016000039  
Towercom VIII, LLC 
Page 3 

 
 

 

Enforcement History 
The subject property has one (1) closed enforcement records for violations of Chapter 24 of the Code. 
Please contact the Enforcement Section if you require additional information.  
 
Concurrency Review Summary 
A concurrency review has been conducted for this application and has determined that the same meets 
all applicable LOS standards for an initial development order, as specified in the adopted CDMP for 
potable water supply, wastewater disposal, and flood protection.  Therefore, the application has been 
approved for concurrency subject to the comments and conditions contained herein. 
 
This concurrency approval does not constitute a final concurrency statement and is valid only for this 
initial development order, as provided for in the adopted methodology for concurrency review.  
Additionally, this approval does not constitute any assurance that the LOS standards would be met by 
any subsequent development order applications concerning the subject property. 
 
This memorandum shall constitute written approval as required by Chapter 24 of the Code. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the comments or wish to discuss this matter further, please 
contact Christine Velazquez at (305) 372-6764. 
 
cc:   Nathan Kogon, Department of Regulatory and Economic Resources 
 
 


